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Sample Test Questions for CSET: Armenian Subtest II

Below is a set of questions that are similar to the questions you will see on Subtest II of CSET: Armenian.  You
are encouraged to respond to the questions without looking at the responses provided in the next section.
Record your responses on a sheet of paper and compare them with the provided responses.

Please note that all texts in both Eastern and Western Armenian are presented using classical orthography.  Also
note that at the actual test administration, you will hear rather than read the passages for the listening
comprehension questions.
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(The examinee will hear and read in the test booklet:)

1. This assignment is a listening comprehension exercise.  You will hear a short conversation.  After
you have heard the conversation twice, you will respond in writing to the assignment that appears
in your test booklet.  Before you hear the conversation, you will be given 30 seconds to study the
assignment.  Begin studying the assignment now.

(The examinee will read in the test booklet:)

Write a response, in either Armenian or English, in which you:

• provide a brief summary of the conversation;

• analyze the relationship between the speakers; and

• evaluate the sufficiency of the evidence used by the male speaker to support his argument.

If you choose to respond in Armenian, you may respond in either Eastern Armenian or Western
Armenian.  Within your response, however, you must write consistently in either Eastern Armenian or
Western Armenian.

(The examinee will hear:)

Listen carefully to the following conversation.  After you have heard it twice, respond to the
assignment that appears in your test booklet.

Barcyv Sarcsyan 6 Paryv @yz5 garyli| e Dig7 Garabydyani hyd q0syl1

Dig7 Garabydyan 6 Ys ym5 hamyxek1

Barcyv Sarcsyan 6 Paryv @yz5 Dig7 Garabydyan7 Barcyv Sarcsyann e q0sovm5
Arminei ovsovxi[u1 #a-a]iga3 Yryk,ap;i 0ru ampo.] tasarani a,agyrdnyrow
;ancaran bidi a3xylynk5 yv Arminen ty- [i wyratar2ryl /no.i ;o3ldovov;yan ;yr;igu1

Dig7 Garabydyan 6 Paryv @yz5Brn7 Sarcsyan1 T=ovarov;ivn ovnym
Arminein ;o3ladrylov tbroxix tovrs ,r]abdo3di cnal1

Barcyv Sarcsyan 6 Pa3x5 Dig7 Garabydyan5 sa ,ad garyvor e a,agyrdnyri
cy.arovysdagan ja,agi zarcaxman hamar7 manavant5 or xovxatrvovm yn Minas
Avydisyani ngar[agan basda-nyru1

Dig7 Garabydyan 6 “oqatrov;ivnu in[be|s e gadarovylov1

Barcyv Sarcsyan 6 Polors miasin meg hanraga-kow bidi cnank5 yv hanraga-ku
abahowacrova/ e1

Dig7 Garabydyan 6 Brn7 Sarcsyan5 gar/ym in2 hamozyxik1 Bidi ;o3ladrym5 or
Arminen yvs miana3 2yz1

Barcyv Sarcsyan 6 Ovraq ym5 ovrymn qntrym sdoracrek yv Arminei hyd dbrox
ov.argek ;yr;igu1

Dig7 Garabydyan 6 Anba3man gov.argym1 Gov.argym nayv covmaru5 or qntryl eik1
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2. Read the passage below from ArmeniaNow; then complete the exercise that follows.

1998 ;ovaganin Yryvani gyndronovm (gyndronagan hama3nkovm) gar 197 srjaran1
A3s0r tranx ;ivu hasnovm e 4276i1 Gyndroni pnag[ov;ivnu 130000 e5 oru n,anagovm e5
or ivrakan[ivr 304 pnag[in meg srjaran e ungnovm1 Ygyl e carovnu5 yv nranx ;ivu
,arovnagovm eajyl1

Hamymadov;ivnnyrn a3s baraca3ovm m0davor yn5 [yn himnvovm j,crid dovyalnyri
wra31 Pa3x soworagan yrygo3yan zp0sanku Yryvani gyndronow Ma3isix min[yv
Hogdympyr himk e dalis bntylov5 or meg ,n[in ungno. srjarannyri ;ovow sa
a,qarhamasi ma3raka.akn e1

A3ndy.5 ordy. a-a] hanra3in zp0sa3cinyr ein` gana[ dara/kow ov
nsdarannyrow5 a3s0r mi dy. nsdyl hancsdanalov hamar bedk e wjaryl` cone meg
cava; sovrji cinu` 200 tram1 ?a- ov gana[in ‘oqarinyl yn nyarta3naxnylov asdijan
qa3dap.ed cowazto. howanoxnyru1

No3nisg ba,d0nya3 jardarabydnyrn untovnovm yn5 or gana[ dara/knyr novajo.
srjarannyrn a.ava.yl yn ka.aki dysku1

“Iharge5 a3s amenu normal [e5 pa3x bedk e hampyrov;ivn ovnynal5 gu
normalana3”56 asovm e ka.aki clqavor jardarabydi dy.agal Armen Lala3yanxu1
Na 3o3s e 3a3dnovm5 or =amanagi hyd srjarannyru gu novazyn5 ov gana[ov;yan hamar
norix dara/knyr gu paxovyn1

“Srjaran a3xylylu Ha3asdanovm mi]yrgra/owyan m,ago3;i ardaxolovmn e56 asovm
e #arov;ivnyanu56 ha3yru sirovm yn hama3nkow abryl5 in[u 3adovg [e hivsisa3in
=o.owovrtnyrin”1

Write a response, in either Armenian or English, in which you:

• identify the main cause-and-effect relationship described in the passage;

• describe a likely outcome of the situation presented in the passage; and

• analyze the author's use of one fact and one opinion in the passage.

If you choose to respond in Armenian, you may respond in either Eastern Armenian or Western
Armenian.  Within your response, however, you must write consistently in either Eastern Armenian or
Western Armenian.
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3. Complete the exercise that follows.

Imagine that an Armenian-language newspaper has asked you to write a short essay describing a
memorable experience you have had in which it was valuable for you to know Armenian.  Writing in
Armenian, describe this memorable experience.  In your response, you must include, but are not limited
to, the following topics:

• an explanation of the context in which the experience occurred;

• an account of the experience and your immediate reaction to it; and

• an analysis of why it was valuable for you to know Armenian in this experience.

You may respond in either Eastern Armenian or Western Armenian.  Within your response, however,
you must write consistently in either Eastern Armenian or Western Armenian.

You must write your response in classical orthography.
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(The examinee will hear and read in the test booklet:)

4. Read the instructions below.  You will have two minutes to study these instructions.  Then,
when you are told to do so, begin to respond in Armenian.  You may take up to two minutes
to complete your response.  You will be told when the two minutes are up.  You may begin
studying the instructions now.  You will be told when to begin speaking.

(The examinee will read in the test booklet:)

Imagine that an Armenian-speaking friend has been offered a job in a city near where you live, and asks
your opinion on the pros and cons of living and working in your area.  Speaking in Armenian, discuss
the advantages and disadvantages of living and working in your area.  In your response you may
include, but are not limited to, the following topics:

• a brief description of some of the important features of the area in which you live (for example,
climate, natural features, mix of population, educational and medical facilities, recreational and
entertainment options);

• a discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of living and working in your area; and

• a recommendation to your friend about whether or not to relocate to your area.

You may respond in either Eastern Armenian or Western Armenian.  Within your response, however,
you must speak consistently in either Eastern Armenian or Western Armenian.

(The examinee will have two minutes to study the instructions above; then two minutes to respond on
audiotape.)
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(The examinee will hear and read in the test booklet:)

5. Read the instructions below.  You will have two minutes to study these instructions.  Then,
when you are told to do so, begin to respond in Armenian.  You may take up to two minutes
to complete your response.  You will be told when the two minutes are up.  You may begin
studying the instructions now.  You will be told when to begin speaking.

(The examinee will read in the test booklet:)

Imagine that you are being considered to receive a scholarship from an Armenian teachers' association
to attend a conference about teaching languages.  Speaking in Armenian to the chair of the scholarship
committee, describe what you expect to gain from attending the conference.  In your response you may
include, but are not limited to, the following topics:

• an explanation of your reasons for wanting to attend the conference;

• a brief description of the topics you would like to learn about at the conference; and

• a discussion of the professional benefits you would expect to derive from attending the conference.

You may respond in either Eastern Armenian or Western Armenian.  Within your response, however,
you must speak consistently in either Eastern Armenian or Western Armenian.

(The examinee will have two minutes to study the instructions above; then two minutes to respond on
audiotape.)
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Sample Written Response Sheets for CSET:
Armenian Subtest II

For questions 1 and 2, examinees would record their written response to each question on a one-page response
sheet located in their answer document.  The length of their response to each question is limited to the lined
space available on the response sheet.  A sample of the response sheet is provided below.
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For question 3, examinees would record their written response on a two-page response sheet located in their
answer document.  The length of their response to this question is limited to the lined space available on the
response sheet.  A sample of the response sheet is provided below and on the next page.
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Examples of Responses to Sample Questions for
CSET: Armenian Subtest II

Language and Communication:  Listening Comprehension

Question #1 (Strong Response)

Tbroxi go.mix /racrovyl e a,agyrdnyrin ,r]abdo3di danyl ;ancaran yv

a3xylyl Minas Avydisyani ngar[agan xovxahantesu1 A,agyrdnyrix megu` Arminen5

ty- [i wyratar2ryl /no.i hama2a3nov;yan ;yr;igu1 Ovsdi5 nra ovsovxi[ Brn7

Barcyv Sarcsyanu hy-aq0sovm e Arminei m0ru yv paxadrylow ,r]abdo3di

garyvorov;ivnu yv yr;yvygov;yan abahowov;ivnu` Dig7 Garabydyanin hamozovm e5

ard0nov;ivn dal1 Dig7 Garabydyanu hamozovylow` qosdanovm e sdoracrova/

;yr;igu bahan]ova/ trami hyd tbrox ov.argyl1

Brn7 Barcyv Sarcsyanu Arminei tasadovn e yv q0sovm e Arminei m0r` Dig7

Garabydyani hyd1

Brn7 Barcyv Sarcsyani q0sku hamozi[ e5 orowhydyv na n,ovm e ,r]abdo3di

garyvorov;yan yv abahow yr;yvygov;yan masin1 <r]abdo3di nbadagu yv

yr;yvygov;yan abahowov;ivnu garyvor aztagnyr ein5 oronx wra3 3ynovylow` Brn7

Barcyvu 3a]o.yx Arminei m0ru hamozyl yv ;o3ldovov;ivn sdanal1
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Language and Communication:  Reading Comprehension

Question #2 (Strong Response)

The main cause-and-effect relationship described in the passage is the change to the way

that Yerevan looks due to the rapid growth of the number of cafés in the city center.  Many

green areas such as parks have been replaced by cafés; everywhere one looks, people are

sitting at café tables instead of on park benches.

One likely outcome of the situation presented in the passage is that the number of cafés

will continue to grow until there are too many cafés and not enough customers.  There will

simply be too many establishments and not enough people to patronize them, especially if

going out to cafés proves to be a passing fad.  Furthermore, if there are not enough coffee

drinkers to support all the cafés, perhaps some of the cafés would close and revert to open

spaces such as parks.

The author uses both fact and opinion to support his observations about the explosive

growth of the amount of cafés in Yerevan.  He cites the fact that there were 197 cafés in

the city center in 1997, but that there were 427 cafés at the end of the last café season.

The author also cites his opinion that taking a stroll around the city center reveals so many

cafés that one could conclude that Yerevan is the café capital of the contintent.
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Language and Communication:  Written Expression

Question #3 (Strong Response)

Anxyal am-an a3xylyxi Ha3asdan1 A-a]in ancamn er5 or garj =amanagow

a3xylovm ei ha3rynik1 Mivs go.mix el dysar=an wa3ryri a3xylov;yan /racirs ,ad

/anr er1

Harg e n,yl5 or pazma;iv crkyr ei gartaxyl ha3ryniki yv nra dysar=an wa3ryri

masin1 +amanagi un;axkovm ampara/s cidyliknyru yv ha3ox lyzovi war= ov sahovn

q0sylov yv gartalov imaxov;ivnu in2 [a’azanx 0cnyxin5 orbeszi [a’ix avyli

=amanag [dramatrym badmagan 3ov,ago;o.nyri ar2anacrov;ivnnyru un;yrxylov

hamar5 orowhydyv naq0r0k arten cidei nranx badmov;ivnu1 Dysnylovn bes 3i,ovm

ei badmov;ivnu yv mi agnargow gartovm ei hamabadasqan ar2anacrov;ivnu1

Meg 0r dramatryxi Sp7 E]mia/nin7 a3xylyxi hinavovrx ma3r dajaru5

;ancaranu5 wyharann ov ,r]a’agi 3ov,ar2anu` novirova/ Ha3gagan

Xy.asbanov;yan pivravor zohyri anmy- 3i,adagin1 Ho3agab ga-o3xnyr yv

badmagan ancnahadyli ar=eknyr ein1 Irabes hbardov;ivn zcaxi5 or syrovntn

ym a,qarhi amynaa-a]in krisdonya3 =o.owrti1 Ha3yren lyzovi imaxov;ivns 0cnex

in2 hydyvylov ygy.yxov /isagadarov;yanu yv manavant` badaraki[ kahana3i

karozin1

A3t 0ru [a’azanx py.ovn y.av in2 hamar1 Sp7 E]mia/nix o[ hy-ov cdnvovm yn

yrgov 3i,ar=an go;o.nyr` H-i’sime yv Ca3yane go3syri 3i,adagu 3avyr=axon.

ho3agab ygy.yxinyru1 ?racris me] er a3xylov;ivn Sartarabad5 ha3 =o.owrti

inknov;ivnu qorhrtan,o. yv azad abrylov gamku ardaxolo. mi 3ov,ahamalir5 oru

q0sovn wgan e ha3 =o.owrti co3aba3kari ov azadov;yan janabarhin he.a/

aryan777

Wyratar2i janabarhin 3a]ort hancrovannyrn ein` My/am0ri adomaga3anu5

Movsa ly-an ka-asn0rya3 azadamardi 3ov,ago;o.n ov ;ancaranu5 Zovar;nox

dajari avyrag badyrn ov sivnyru5 yv wyr]abes` Y-aplovru1 I~n[ annman hyros

d.anyr ein nn]ovm a3t /a.gazart ,irimnyri dag1 Agama3ix mart qonarhvovm er a3t

hazaravor ,irimnyri a-]yv yv srdi qorkovm anwyr] grgnovm7 "#arcank 2yz5 ka]

mardigny4r5 3anovn azci ov Arxaqi azadov;yan ungak5 pa3x [my-ak"1

continued on next page
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Question #3 (Strong Response) continued

A3sbisow5 ha3ox lyzovi imaxov;ivnu yv ha3rynagan cidyliknyri my/ ba,aru

in2 my/abes 0cnyxin5 or garj =amanagovm ,ad dysar=an wa3ryr yv badma6

m,agov;a3in go;o.nyr a3xylym yv manavant` garo.anam ha.ortagxovyl a3t

3ov,ago;o.nyri badasqanadovnyri hyd yv cidyliknyrs qoraxnym1

Question #3 (Weak Response)

Anxyal am-an a3xylyxi Ha3asdan1 A-a]in ancamn er5 or garj =amanagow

a3xylovm ei ha3rynik1 Mivs go.mix el dysar=an wa3ryri a3xylov;yan /racirs ,ad

/anr er1

Harg e n,yl5 or pazma;iv crkyr ei gartaxyl ha3ryniki yv nra dysar=an wa3ryri

masin1 +amanagi un;axkovm ampara/s cidyliknyru yv ha3ox lyzovi war= ov sahovn

q0sylov yv gartalov imaxov;ivnu in2 [a’azanx 0cnyxin5 orbeszi [a’ix avyli

=amanag [dramatrym badmagan 3ov,ago;o.nyri ar2anacrov;ivnnyru un;yrxylov

hamar5 orowhydyv naq0r0k arten cidei nranx badmov;ivnu1 Dysnylovn bes 3i,ovm

ei badmov;ivnu yv mi agnargow gartovm ei hamabadasqan ar2anacrov;ivnu1

A3sbisow5 ha3ox lyzovi imaxov;ivnu yv ha3rynagan cidyliknyri my/ ba,aru

in2 my/abes 0cnyxin5 or garj =amanagovm ,ad dysar=an wa3ryr yv badma6

m,agov;a3in go;o.nyr a3xylym yv manavant` garo.anam ha.ortagxovyl a3t

3ov,ago;o.nyri badasqanadovnyri hyd yv cidyliknyrs qoraxnym 1
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Language and Communication:  Oral Expression

Question #4

A strong response to this oral expression assignment would address the assigned topic in the target language
and develop the topic by elaboration of specific points.  The response would be delivered in a consistently
clear manner.  The speaker would speak fluently, using a variety of sentences.  The speaker's vocabulary
would show mastery of a broad vocabulary including appropriate idiomatic expressions.  The speaker would
handle simple and complex linguistic constructions, avoiding errors that interfere with communication.  The
speaker would exhibit good to excellent pronunciation and intonation.

Examples that might be mentioned in a response to question #4 could include:

• a brief description of some of the important features of the area in which you live (for example, climate,
natural features, mix of population, educational and medical facilities, recreational and entertainment
options)

• an analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of living and working in your area

• a recommendation to your friend about whether or not to relocate to your area

Question #5

A strong response to this oral expression assignment would address the assigned topic in the target language
and develop the topic by elaboration of specific points.  The response would be delivered in a consistently
clear manner.  The speaker would speak fluently, using a variety of sentences.  The speaker's vocabulary
would show mastery of a broad vocabulary including appropriate idiomatic expressions.  The speaker would
handle simple and complex linguistic constructions, avoiding errors that interfere with communication.  The
speaker would exhibit good to excellent pronunciation and intonation.

Examples that might be mentioned in a response to question #5 could include:

• an explanation of your reasons for wanting to attend the conference

• a brief description of the topics you would like to learn about at the conference

• a discussion of the professional benefits you would expect to derive from attending the conference
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Scoring Information for CSET: Armenian Subtest II

Because the questions on CSET: Armenian Subtest II are of two types—one type requiring a short (focused)
response taking approximately 10–15 minutes (for written responses) or 2 minutes (for oral responses) to
complete, and another type requiring an extended response taking approximately 30–45 minutes to complete—
two sets of performance characteristics and two scoring scales will be used to score responses to the questions.
Responses to questions are scored by qualified California educators using focused holistic scoring.  Scorers will
judge the overall effectiveness of your responses while focusing on the appropriate performance characteristics
that have been identified as important for this subtest (see below and page 17).  Each response will be assigned a
score based on an approved scoring scale (see pages 16–18).

Your performance on the subtest will be evaluated against a standard determined by the Commission on Teacher
Credentialing based on professional judgments and recommendations of California educators.

Performance Characteristics and Scoring Scales for CSET: Armenian Subtest II

A.  SHORT (FOCUSED)-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

Performance Characteristics.  The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses
to the short (focused)-response questions on CSET: Armenian Subtest II.

PURPOSE The extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's
charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements.

SUBJECT MATTER
KNOWLEDGE

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the relevant
CSET subject matter requirements.

SUPPORT The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant
CSET subject matter requirements.

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Listening Comprehension
• Demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas and significant details of oral messages in a variety of

authentic contexts.
• Make deductive and inductive inferences based on information contained in oral messages.
• Analyze and evaluate oral messages in relation to their purpose, context, and point of view.

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Reading Comprehension
• Demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas and significant details of written texts.
• Make deductive and inductive inferences based on information contained in written texts.
• Apply critical reasoning skills to written texts.

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Oral Expression
• Construct connected oral discourse that communicates a message effectively.
• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates a wide range of vocabulary.
• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates idiomatic expressions.
• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates linguistic structures.
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Scoring Scale.  Scores will be assigned to each response to the short (focused)-response questions on CSET:
Armenian Subtest II according to the following scoring scale.

SCORE
POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

3

The "3" response reflects a command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined in the
CSET subject matter requirements for Languages Other Than English.
• The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved.
• There is an accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
• There is appropriate and specific relevant supporting evidence.

2

The "2" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills as
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for Languages Other Than English.
• The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved.
• There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
• There is acceptable relevant supporting evidence.

1

The "1" response reflects a limited or no command of the relevant knowledge and skills as
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for Languages Other Than English.
• The purpose of the assignment is only partially or not achieved.
• There is limited or no application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
• There is little or no relevant supporting evidence.

For Listening Comprehension and Reading Comprehension:

U
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, illegible,
not in the target language or English, or does not contain a sufficient amount of original
work to score.

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank.

For Oral Expression:

U
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment,
inaudible/incomprehensible, not in the target language, or does not contain a sufficient
amount of original work to score.

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank.
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B.  EXTENDED-RESPONSE QUESTION

Performance Characteristics.  The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses
to the extended-response question on CSET: Armenian Subtest II.

PURPOSE The extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response
assignment's charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter
requirements.

SUBJECT MATTER
KNOWLEDGE

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the
relevant CSET subject matter requirements.

SUPPORT The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to
relevant CSET subject matter requirements.

DEPTH AND BREADTH OF
UNDERSTANDING

The degree to which the response demonstrates understanding of the
relevant CSET subject matter requirements.

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Written Expression
• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction

appropriate for a given audience.
• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction

appropriate for a given purpose.
• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction

appropriate for a given occasion.
• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of a wide range of

vocabulary.
• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of idiomatic

expressions.
• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of linguistic

structures.
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Scoring Scale.  Scores will be assigned to each response to the extended-response question on CSET: Armenian
Subtest II according to the following scoring scale.

SCORE
POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

4

The "4" response reflects a thorough command of the relevant knowledge and skills as
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for Languages Other Than English.
• The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved.
• There is a substantial and accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
• The supporting evidence is sound; there are high-quality, relevant examples.
• The response reflects a comprehensive understanding of the assignment.

3

The "3" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined
in the CSET subject matter requirements for Languages Other Than English.
• The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved.
• There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
• The supporting evidence is adequate; there are some acceptable, relevant examples.
• The response reflects an adequate understanding of the assignment.

2

The "2" response reflects a limited command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined
in the CSET subject matter requirements for Languages Other Than English.
• The purpose of the assignment is partially achieved.
• There is limited accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
• The supporting evidence is limited; there are few relevant examples.
• The response reflects a limited understanding of the assignment.

1

The "1" response reflects little or no command of the relevant knowledge and skills as
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for Languages Other Than English.
• The purpose of the assignment is not achieved.
• There is little or no accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
• The supporting evidence is weak; there are no or few relevant examples.
• The response reflects little or no understanding of the assignment.

U
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, illegible,
not in the target language or specified form or orthography of the target language, or does
not contain a sufficient amount of original work to score.

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank.
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